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Dear reader, 

Thank you for your interest in our work at Veditum. 

Slowly, yet steadily, we’re moving in the direction of the impact that we’d like to make with our 
work. Through this document, I’m happy to briefly share with you some of the things we have 
been able to achieve in the past year - and hoping that we can do more in the days ahead. 

We hope to continue doing meaningful work with your interest and support.  

Siddharth Agarwal 
Veditum India Foundation



ACCOUNTS & 
ADMINISTRATION



80G & 12A

ACCOUNTS AND ADMINISTRATION

After 4 years of being registered as a Section 8 company, we finally applied for and secured non-profit certifications for 
Veditum India Foundation under sections 80G & 12A, as per the rules of the Indian government. 

This enables our individual donors (Indian citizens only) to get a 50% tax deduction on their donations, and also 
enables Veditum to be able to accept funds through the CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) route in India. 

With these certifications now in place and expansion in our work, we’re hoping to see an increase in individual donors, 
as well as institutional support.

This year, we received support from the ‘Shared Ecologies program of the Shyama Foundation’ for the Moving 
Upstream: Mahakali project. 

And in April 2022, we got confirmation of an institutional grant from Rainmatter Foundation for a new environmental 
accountability project we’re undertaking along with our partners Ooloi Labs. More on this in the coming months, but 
we’re stoked to have this support!

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT



MOVING UPSTREAM: 
GANGA



We finally finished work on our documentary 
in January 2021. 

It took us over 5 years since conceptualisation, 
multiple (small) fundraisers, 6 months of 
walking, years of voluntary work, and a lot of 
support to finally bring this to life. 

We sent the film to film festivals, worked with 
friends to organise screenings, and are 
currently working on an independent release. 

The following pages have a list of film festival 
selections and other organised screenings.

MOVING 
UPSTREAM: GANGA

MOVING UPSTREAM: GANGA



FESTIVAL SELECTIONS
• SiGNS Film Festival, Kerala 

(Cinema of Resistance Award) 

• Curated for the June 2021 issue - ‘South Asia 

Foreground’ of film magazine - Labocine 

• Indian Film Festival, Stuttgart 

• All Living Things Environmental Film Festival, 

Panchgani 

• Festiver - 11th Green Film Festival, Colombia 

• 13th International Documentary and Short Film 

Festival Kerala 

• Chennai International Documentary and Short Film 

Festival 2022 

• Madurai International Documentary and Short Film 

Festival 2022 

• Kolkata People's Film Festival, Kolkata 2022  

• 1st Jharkhand Science Film Festival, Lohardaga, 

2022  

• 11th Cambodia International Film Festival 2022, 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

• London Indian Film Festival 2022



ORGANISED SCREENINGS
• Chitkara University, 

Chandigarh, January 2021 

• Alag Angle (Design 

Studio), Nagpur, 

September 2021 

• DesignWorks office, Navi 

Mumbai, December 2021 

• Mumbai Premiere, co-

organised with friends at 

HalluHallu, December 

2021 

• Bangalore Premiere at 

Bangalore Creative Circus, 

December 2021 

• India Habitat Centre, New 

Delhi, on 5th June - World 

Environment Day 2022 

with Kriti Film Club 

• St. John’s College, New 

Mexico, May 2022  
Help us organise screenings in schools / 
colleges / community spaces wherever 

you are. 

Write to asid@veditum.org with leads or 
for details

Screening at Bangalore Creative Circus, December 2021

mailto:asid@veditum.org


MOVING UPSTREAM 
FELLOWSHIP

Co-hosted with the Out of Eden Walk



We started off with our first fellowship program along 
the Betwa in 2019. Since then 14 fellows have walked 
1000s of kilometres along Rivers Betwa and Sindh, 
learning about the river and creating documentation in 
their own styles 

After waiting out the duration of the pandemic, in 
October 2021, we announced applications open for the 
Moving Upstream: Sindh program. We received close 
to 100 applications for 8 positions 

 
6 of the 8 selected fellows have walked along stretches 
of the River Sindh, their stories have already started 
getting published, and we’re now preparing for the next 
fellowship.

MOVING UPSTREAM 
FELLOWSHIP

FELLOWSHIP

CO HOSTED BY VEDITUM & OUT OF EDEN WALK



Some media from the Moving Upstream: Betwa fellowship

by Kabini Amin by Ishan Gupta

by Mohit Rao



Some pictures from the Moving Upstream: Sindh fellowship

by Bageshwer Singh & Pooja Chand by Aishani Goswami & Rahul Singh

by Aishani Goswami & Rahul Singh



PUBLISHED WORK FROM THE SINDH FELLOWSHIP
1. Sindh: Across its banks and beyond | Veditum 

https://veditum.org/2022/03/01/sindh-across-its-banks-and-beyond/ 

2. Finding the Overstory – River Sindh | Veditum 
https://veditum.org/2022/03/14/finding-the-overstory-river-sindh/ 

3. गंदी होती निदयों के बीच िदलासा देती है स्वच्छ िसंध, लेिकन रते खनन से हैं चुनौितयां | Mongabay Hindi 
https://hindi.mongabay.com/2022/04/25/sindh-river-gives-hope-among-increasing-number-of-polluted-rivers/  

4. साल 2021 के िवनाशकारी बाढ़ के िनशान अभी भी है मध्य प्रदेश में मौजूद | TheThirdPole 
https://www.thethirdpole.net/hi/514/91600/  

5. Walking in the shadow of Madhya Pradesh’s devastating floods | TheThirdPole 
https://www.thethirdpole.net/en/livelihoods/walking-shadow-of-sindh-river-devastating-floods/  

6. िसंध यात्रा : िजंदगी, आपदा और व्यवस्था से जद्दोजहद की अनसुनी कहािनया ं| Veditum 
https://veditum.org/2022/05/13/sindh-yatra-introductory-article-hindi/  

7. Farmers in Madhya Pradesh Wildlife Sanctuary troubled by a bird that no longer exists | 101reporters 
https://101reporters.com/article/environment/Farmers_in_Madhya_Pradesh_wildlife_sanctuary_troubled_by_a_bird_that_no_longer_exists 

https://veditum.org/2022/03/01/sindh-across-its-banks-and-beyond/
https://veditum.org/2022/03/14/finding-the-overstory-river-sindh/
https://hindi.mongabay.com/2022/04/25/sindh-river-gives-hope-among-increasing-number-of-polluted-rivers/
https://www.thethirdpole.net/hi/514/91600/
https://www.thethirdpole.net/en/livelihoods/walking-shadow-of-sindh-river-devastating-floods/
https://veditum.org/2022/05/13/sindh-yatra-introductory-article-hindi/
https://101reporters.com/article/environment/Farmers_in_Madhya_Pradesh_wildlife_sanctuary_troubled_by_a_bird_that_no_longer_exists


NEW WORK FROM THE BETWA FELLOWSHIP

Radhika Singh & Shail Joshi published a 
photo book from their walk along the 

Betwa 

Read more: https://veditum.org/
2022/01/21/along-the-betwa/ 

Ishan Gupta created a soundscape from his 
walk along the Betwa 

Listen to it here:  

https://veditum.org/2021/09/19/soundscape-
upstream-along-the-betwa/  

Kabini Amin has created a 3 new zines. These zines 
will be available to buy soon! 

See & read about the new zines here: 
https://www.rorsa.org/post/a-graphic-perspective-on-

the-rights-of-rivers  

https://veditum.org/2022/01/21/along-the-betwa/
https://veditum.org/2022/01/21/along-the-betwa/
https://veditum.org/2022/01/21/along-the-betwa/
https://veditum.org/2021/09/19/soundscape-upstream-along-the-betwa/
https://veditum.org/2021/09/19/soundscape-upstream-along-the-betwa/
https://www.rorsa.org/post/a-graphic-perspective-on-the-rights-of-rivers
https://www.rorsa.org/post/a-graphic-perspective-on-the-rights-of-rivers


MOVING UPSTREAM: 
MAHAKALI



Siddharth is independently pursuing a walk along 
River Mahakali, in collaboration with artist Garima 
Gupta. The independent project is called 
‘Mahakali Walk’. 

We are supporting this project through our 
Moving Upstream program, and have received 
support from the Shared Ecologies program of 
the Shyama Foundation for this. 

International Rivers is directly supporting the 
Mahakali Walk. 

Details for the Mahakali Walk can be seen on this 
site: www.mahakaliwalk.in 

MOVING UPSTREAM: 
MAHAKALI

NEW PROJECT

http://www.mahakaliwalk.in


INTERNSHIPS AT 
VEDITUM



Between April 2021 and March 2022, Veditum worked 
with two wonderful interns - Anamika Sarker and 
Ashwini Hiremath (Krantinaari). 

We created a bunch of multimedia work with them. Take 
a look! 

We’re looking forward to hire more interns this year and 
work with them for deeper research, innovative 
storytelling, and more.

INTERNSHIPS AT 
VEDITUM

INTERNSHIPS

Anamika Sarker spent two months researching and creating this video, 
deep diving into the question: “Where does Kolkata get its water from?” 

Along with the research, Anamika also did the graphics and animation for the explainer. 

Watch the video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvK6UQfaO3c  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvK6UQfaO3c


INTERNSHIPS AT 
VEDITUM

INTERNSHIPS

Ashwini (Krantinaari) worked with Veditum and Megh Pyne Abhiyaan on 
converting important information on Bihar Floods into a series of infographics 

Check out the whole series here: https://veditum.org/2022/02/07/
understanding-bihar-floods-2021-dmd-circular/ 

We’re currently finishing up on another project with Ashwini, creating a 
set of 3 zines to easily explain the Waterways Project in India & its impacts 

This is a collaborative effort between Veditum and 
Manthan Adhyayan Kendra

https://veditum.org/2022/02/07/understanding-bihar-floods-2021-dmd-circular/
https://veditum.org/2022/02/07/understanding-bihar-floods-2021-dmd-circular/
https://veditum.org/2022/02/07/understanding-bihar-floods-2021-dmd-circular/


PUBLICATIONS & 
COLLABORATIONS



With India Rivers Forum, where Veditum is a consortium 
member and Siddharth is the Convenor as well as 
Steering Committee member, we co-organised a 
number of events. 

Most importantly - the annual event of India Rivers 
Forum, India Rivers Week 2021 (for 2021). 

We also co-organised micro events, talks & webinars 
throughout the year.

COLLABORATIONS
PUBLICATIONS AND COLLABORATIONS

WITH INDIA RIVERS FORUM



Over the past few years we have been collaborating 
with Megh Pyne Abhiyan to monitor floods, flood 
impact and governance in Bihar. 

In 2021, we kept an active lookout from before the 
floods started, collating data and asking questions. 

The Bihar Floods infographics shown earlier were a part 
of this exercise. More data and efforts can be seen on 
our website at this link: https://veditum.org/
biharfloods2021/ 

COLLABORATIONS
PUBLICATIONS AND COLLABORATIONS

WITH MEGH PYNE ABHIYAN

https://veditum.org/biharfloods2021/
https://veditum.org/biharfloods2021/


RoRSA started off with a meeting just before the 
pandemic struck, and then continued to work remotely. 

As part of this group, conversations and explorations 
around the idea of ‘Rights of Rivers’ took place, trying to 
look at perspectives across South Asia. 

Multiple South Asia level discussions were held via 
weekly meetings, as well as public webinars. The group 
also invited artists to explore the idea of ‘Rights of 
Rivers’. 

RoRSA website: www.rorsa.org 

COLLABORATIONS
PUBLICATIONS AND COLLABORATIONS

Poster for one of the events hosted by Rights of Rivers South Asia

WITH RIGHTS OF RIVERS SOUTH ASIA (RORSA)

http://www.rorsa.org


As mentioned earlier, Veditum is working with Avli 
Verma at Manthan Adhyayan Kendra to create a set of 
zines to simply explain the Waterways Project in India 

 
We also co-organised webinars with Manthan (& India 
Rivers Forum, Water Conflicts Forum), as well as made 
maps to showcase Manthan’s report on coal ash 
accidents in India

COLLABORATIONS
PUBLICATIONS AND COLLABORATIONS

WITH INDIA YOUTH WATER NETWORK

WITH MANTHAN ADHYAYAN KENDRA

A young and emerging group, IYWN has been working 
to bring together Indian water researchers from 
different backgrounds. 

Veditum is currently contributing to a new paper on 
socio-hydrology being written by members at IYWN



With another friend of Veditum who would like to stay 
anonymous, we created a colouring exercise for kids 
called ‘Life along River Ken’, which has a set of 6 
colouring sheets, downloadable from our website at 
this link: https://veditum.org/lark/ 

COLLABORATIONS
PUBLICATIONS AND COLLABORATIONS

WITH KHYATI PATHAK

WITH FRIENDS OF VEDITUM

Khyati Pathak is an artist who has been a supporter of 
Veditum over the years. This year we collaborated with her 
to create a few graphic stories for campaigns as well as 
long form work. 

‘Where does the river flow’ is a fabulous single scroll 
illustrated exploration of the question. Read it here: https://
veditum.org/2022/06/04/where-does-the-river-flow/ 

https://veditum.org/lark/
https://veditum.org/2022/06/04/where-does-the-river-flow/
https://veditum.org/2022/06/04/where-does-the-river-flow/
https://veditum.org/2022/06/04/where-does-the-river-flow/


Apart from the various articles, reports, videos, zines, 
infographics, soundscapes and more published by us as 
part of our programs, we have also started publishing 
work by Indian researchers and practitioners in the 
environmental & social space.  

This year, we published two articles by researchers 
Rashmi Mahajan, Anuja Date & Manish Rajankar, about 
the Wainganga Basin. The third & concluding article will 
be published soon. 

In 2020, we published Sneha Khulge’s article about the 
River Narmada at Mandla - https://veditum.org/
2020/06/17/cultural-geographies-of-river-narmada-at-
mandla/ 

PUBLICATIONS
PUBLICATIONS AND COLLABORATIONS

Part 1 - Wainganga: A lifeline of Central India  

Read here: https://veditum.org/2021/04/23/
wainganga-a-lifeline-of-central-india/ 

Part 2 - Wainganga basin: Strengths ignored & 
weaknesses misunderstood 

Read here: https://veditum.org/2021/12/03/
wainganga-basin-strengths-ignored-
weaknesses-misunderstood/  

https://veditum.org/2020/06/17/cultural-geographies-of-river-narmada-at-mandla/
https://veditum.org/2020/06/17/cultural-geographies-of-river-narmada-at-mandla/
https://veditum.org/2020/06/17/cultural-geographies-of-river-narmada-at-mandla/
https://veditum.org/2021/04/23/wainganga-a-lifeline-of-central-india/
https://veditum.org/2021/04/23/wainganga-a-lifeline-of-central-india/
https://veditum.org/2021/12/03/wainganga-basin-strengths-ignored-weaknesses-misunderstood/
https://veditum.org/2021/12/03/wainganga-basin-strengths-ignored-weaknesses-misunderstood/
https://veditum.org/2021/12/03/wainganga-basin-strengths-ignored-weaknesses-misunderstood/


A glimpse at some of the media coverage received by our work

MEDIA COVERAGE



^Keeping the Ganga 
company, TheHindu 

Read here: https://
www.thehindu.com/sci-
tech/energy-and-
environment/the-man-
who-follows-indias-
rivers-on-foot/
article33893634.ece  

>> https://raiot.in/why-
walk-3000-km-along-an-
indian-river/ 

^ Not all who meander are lost: A stirring documentary 
on the Ganga, Hindustan Times 

Read here: https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/
art-culture/not-all-who-meander-are-lost-a-stirring-
documentary-on-the-ganga-101619792034917.html 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/the-man-who-follows-indias-rivers-on-foot/article33893634.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/the-man-who-follows-indias-rivers-on-foot/article33893634.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/the-man-who-follows-indias-rivers-on-foot/article33893634.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/the-man-who-follows-indias-rivers-on-foot/article33893634.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/the-man-who-follows-indias-rivers-on-foot/article33893634.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/the-man-who-follows-indias-rivers-on-foot/article33893634.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/the-man-who-follows-indias-rivers-on-foot/article33893634.ece
https://raiot.in/why-walk-3000-km-along-an-indian-river/
https://raiot.in/why-walk-3000-km-along-an-indian-river/
https://raiot.in/why-walk-3000-km-along-an-indian-river/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/art-culture/not-all-who-meander-are-lost-a-stirring-documentary-on-the-ganga-101619792034917.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/art-culture/not-all-who-meander-are-lost-a-stirring-documentary-on-the-ganga-101619792034917.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/art-culture/not-all-who-meander-are-lost-a-stirring-documentary-on-the-ganga-101619792034917.html


OUR WORK IS 
SUPPORTED BY



This is apart from the numerous individual 
donors who continue to be our strength



OUR PARTNERS
a non-exhaustive list





To continue support for Veditum’s work

APPEAL



I hope you enjoyed reading through the report and learnt a thing or two. 

Having gone through this report, if you see value in our work, please consider supporting our 
work financially. Individual donations have built the bedrock of stability on which we’re 
continuing our work. 

Indian citizens can make a tax deductible donation (under Section 80G) to Veditum via these 
links: www.veditum.org/donate or https://pages.razorpay.com/VIF-AR-2122  

In case you have any leads for institutional support, or any questions for us, please reach out to 
me at asid@veditum.org. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Siddharth Agarwal

http://www.veditum.org/donate
https://pages.razorpay.com/VIF-AR-2122
mailto:asid@veditum.org


THANKS FOR WALKING 
ALONG WITH US

www.veditum.org

http://www.veditum.org

